NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
To Receive Final Public Comment Prior to the Second Reading Consideration and Approval of Ordinance No. 3010 which formally establishes a by-district election system for electing members of the City Council, approves a district map and the sequence for phasing in by-district elections.   

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of El Monte (“City Council”) will conduct a public hearing on TUESDAY, APRIL 5, 2022 at 7:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be taken up, to receive a final round of public comment prior to the second reading approval of Ordinance No. 3010 which formally (i) establishes a by-district system for electing members of the City Council; (ii) approves a district map; and (iii) approves the sequence for phasing-in by-district elections. The public hearing will be conducted as part of the City Council’s Regular Meeting of the same date in the City Council Chambers located at El Monte City Hall – East, 11333 Valley Boulevard, El Monte, California.  Although the City Council Chambers will be open to the public, members of the public wishing to view the meeting remotely may do so in any of the following ways: (i) by tuning-in to TV to Channel 3; or (ii) by logging-on to the City’s website at http://www.elmonteca.gov/378/Council-Meeting-Videos.  
Persons wishing to offer public comment may do so in one of the following ways:   

(i) In-person on the date of the hearing during the time allotted for public comment; or
(ii) By calling-in to the conference line at (888) 204-5987 and entering Code 8167975 before the close of the public comment portion of the public hearing; or 
(iii) By submitting written comments c/o the Office of the City Clerk located at 11333 Valley Boulevard, El Monte, California 91731.  Written comments may also be e-mailed to the Office of the City Clerk at cityclerk@elmonteca.gov.  Written comments pertinent to the districting discussion will be entered into the record of the proceedings but will not be read aloud.  

On April 5, 2022, the City Council will again consider Ordinance No. 3010 (the “Ordinance”) for second reading approval as required by law.  The Ordinance was approved for first reading by majority vote of the City Council at the conclusion of a fifth public hearing held on March 29, 2022.   The Ordinance formally (i) establishes a by-district system for electing most members of the City Council; (ii) approves a district map (“Map 117”) which divides the City into six (6) geographic voting districts; and (iii) approves the sequence by which district elections will be phased in beginning with the November 2022 General Municipal Election cycle.  District Map 117 along with this related demographic data may be viewed by logging on to: www.elmonteca.gov/661.  The City Council has conducted a series of four legally required public hearings on February 16, 2022; March 1, 2022; March 15, 2022; and March 29, 2022. The fifth public hearing to approve the Ordinance for first reading was also held on March 29, 2022.  Under the by-district system established by the Ordinance, El Monte voters residing within each district will elect one person who also resides in their district to represent them on the City Council.  The newly constituted City Council would be comprised of six (6) councilmembers elected by districts plus one elected Mayor, who will continue to be elected at-large and serve a two-year term of office, for a total City Council composition of seven (7) members.  Under the Ordinance, the by-district system for electing City Council members will be phased-in over the course of the November 2022 and November 2024 General Municipal Election cycles with districts 2, 3 and 6 going up for election beginning in November 2022 and every four years thereafter, and districts 1 and 4 going up for election beginning in November 2024 and every four years thereafter.  In order to align district elections so that three district seats are up for election on a staggard basis every two years, district 5 will be up for election beginning with the November 2022 election cycle but only for a term of two years so that the district 5 seat will be up for election again in November 2024 and every four years thereafter along with districts 1 and 4. 

The City Council is currently composed of five members made up of one elected Mayor serving a two-year term of office and four regular Councilmembers serving staggard 4-year terms of office. General Municipal Elections are held in November of even-numbered years.  The Mayor and Councilmembers are all currently elected “at-large” which means: (i) the candidate for Mayor receiving the most votes cast by El Monte voters for the office of Mayor is elected Mayor; and (ii) the top two candidates for regular City Council seats receiving the most votes cast by El Monte voters at an election for those seats are elected as regular Councilmembers. The proposed transition to by-district elections has been undertaken in accordance with the California Voting Rights Act (“CVRA”) and the Federal Voting Rights Act (“FVRA”).  Members of the public may obtain additional information about this process by logging on to www.elmonteca.gov/661. Members of the public may also call the Office of the City Clerk at 626-580-2019 during the City’s regular business hours (7:30 AM to 5:30 PM, Monday through Thursday).  

